                                                   MINUTES 
                                         OF THE FOULNESS ISLAND PARISH COUNCIL (FIPC)
                           HELD AT THE LODGE FARM STAFF PREMISES, FOULNESS ISLAND  
        (Courtesy of the Belton Bros Ltd)
                                                                   ON WEDNESDAY 15th APRIL 2026

95  25/26   To Record the Members and Public Present:             				7.oo pm                                   
	    Councillor: (Chairman) Mrs E Pitts, 
[bookmark: _Hlk140125811]	 Parish Councillors: Mr G Bickford, and Mr A Holyland. 
	 Essex & Ward Councillor: Mr M Steptoe.
		 Ward Councillor:  None.
	 QinetiQ representative: Ms N Uden.
 	 Members of the Public:  Mr and Mrs P Carr. 
	 The Parish Clerk: Mr B Summerfield. 
96  25/26    Chairman’s Comments:
			 The Chairman welcomed all Councillors and the public to the meeting. 
97  25/26    Apologies and reasons for absence:     
i		 To be received by the Clerk only in person via: email, letter and telephone. 
ii		 Acceptance of the reasons for FI Councillors absence:  Councillor: Mrs F Giles and
	    Councillor Mr D Efde.
98  25/26   Declarations of Interests: 
i	    To receive all declarations of interests:	None.
ii  		 The Chairman reminds Councillors to declare any further interests as they became evident to them, 
		 during the progress of the meeting.		
99  25/26    Parish Council Casual Vacancies:
i	 To receive an application for the casual vacancy; to P&C.   
ii	 The applicant to receive and sign: The Declaration of Acceptance of Office and Membership Forms.		 
100 25/26  The cancelled Parish Council meeting of the 1st April 2026.
		 I          Apologies received by the Clerk via: email, from Councillors Mrs F Giles and Mr G Bickford.
	  ii         The FIPC’s acceptance of reasons for absence: Agreed.
101 25/26  Foulness Island Public Forum: (5 Minutes per person with a Maximum of 15 minutes).
		  Councillors, QQ, Guests, visiting Ward/County Councillors and questions from members of the public.
i		  QinetiQ representative: Ms N Uden reported: the circulated QQ notices of works on the Island currently 
		  inform residents of expected, planned and modified future works – The Fire Service is not to be reinstated, 
		  Essex Fire Service to take over.
ii		  Ward Councillor Mr Mike Steptoe reported: The Election period is upon us – the RDC consultation has 
		  received a good response (3000) – From 10th May 26 any new building planning over 150 houses will be 
		  decided by the Government inspector – Government has decided that Southend on Sea, Rochford and Castle 
		  Point will be their selection for Devolution – NHS monies being held is being chased – Potholes, White Lines 
		  and various litter dumps are being chased amongst other urgent items.
102 25/26  The Minutes of the Meeting of the 11th February 2026.
		 The Minutes were Resolved agreed.
		 Proposed by Councillors: Mrs E Pitts, seconded by Mr A Holyland and agreed by all.		
 		 The Chairman duly signed the Minutes as a correct record.
103 25/26  Matters arising from the Minutes:      (not on the Agenda)
	      Item: Clerk’s report re: general printing quality update.
104 25/26  Finance:  
i	     Received the FIPC Financial and Co-op Bank Statements ending 15th April 2026.
ii	  The financial statement balances were agreed by Councillors: Mrs E Pitts and Mr G Bickford.
iii	  Received the Cheque payments February 26 from Co-op Funeralcare re: G22/G23 @ £740.00 were recorded.
iv	     Received the 50% Annual Precept from the RDC @ £2,552.00 was recorded
v	  Received the Notice of the Annual 2025-26 Internal Audit (AGAR) from Internal Auditor Mr John Watson.
vi	  Received/agreed the Invoice from RCCE re: Annual Subscription @ £63.60 inc vat was recorded. 
vii	  Received/agreed an invoice from the EALC/NALC re: Annual Subscription @ £77.97 was recorded.
viii	  Received/agreed the Annual Insurance information from AJG Gallagher Brokers was recorded.
ix	  Received/agreed and ratified the defibrillator renewal pads/battery replacements @ £625.20 was recorded.
x	  Received/agreed the notification of the FI Play Area inspection in May 26 @ £99.60 inc vat. was recorded
xi	  Recorded: the Rochford Priority Fund @ £367.20. funding is received for the two lidded Litterbins.
xii   	  Recorded: the ratified Bank transfer December 25 to: Parish Online .Gov.Uk email addresses @ £192.00.
xiii   	  Recorded: the ratified Bank transfer January 26 to: Earth Anchors Ltd re: Two lidded Litterbins @ £ 367.20.
xiv   	  Recorded: the Bank transfer February to B Summerfield re: the Clerk’s invoice for Office use 2025/26 @ £117-51.
xv 	  Recorded: the Bank transfer February to B Summerfield re: the Clerk’s invoice for Fuel use 2025-26 @ £103-96.
xvi  	  Recorded: the Bank transfer February to ICO re: Data Protection @ £ 52.00.
xvii  	  Recorded: the Bank transfer March 26 to: B Summerfield re: Salary (March) 2026 @ £190.18.
xviii   	  Recorded: the Bank transfer March 26 to: HMRC re: 4th quarter PAYE-RTI @ £139.70.
xix	  Recorded: the Bank transfer April 26 to: B Summerfield re: Salary (April) 2026 @ £190.18.
xx	  Recorded: the Bank transfer December 25 to: DIO (Rent) Recreation Area at £   10.00.
xxi	  The Foulness Island Parish Council Co-operative Bank accounts:
		 i	Business Instant Access Account Balance:		11/02/2026		              £  834.51.
			CREDITS:     	Bank Interest:			£   4.77
									………………….		              £      4.77.
			DEBITS:		None.   			
			Business Instant Access Account Balance:		15/04/2026		               £  839.28.
                                                             (Business Instant Access Account Balance - 31/03/2026 - £  834.51)

                                                                                      ……………………………………………………………..

	  ii	Community Account Balance:	           	       	11/02/2026		               £ 2,337.27.
			CREDITS: 
			Co-op Funeralcare	G22		£    320.00.
			Co-op Funeralcare  	G23		£    420.00.
			RDC   50% Precept			£ 2,552.00.	
								……………………….			SUB:	£ 3,292.00
													£ 5,629.27.
                                DEBITS:	
			Community Heartbeat Trust: Defibrillator Battery and Pads 	@ 	£ 625.20.
		B Summerfield re: the Clerk’s invoice for Office use 2025/26 	@ 	£ 117-51.
		B Summerfield re: the Clerk’s invoice for Fuel use 2025-26 	@ 	£ 103-96.
		ICO re: Data Protection 					@ 	£   52.00.
		01/03/2026 	B Summerfield.		(Clerk’s Salary) 		£ 190.18. 	
		01/03/2026	4th Quarter		PAYE-RTI 		£ 139.70. 
		06/04/2026 	B Summerfield.		(Clerk’s April Salary) 	£ 190.18.			
										……………..	 £ 1,418.73.    
		Community Account Balance:	           	       	15/04/2026			 £ 4,210.54. 
                                                                                                  (C A Balance - 31/03/2026 - £ 1,848.72)
xxii	   The above copies of receipts of income, payments and transfers were ratified, co-signed and recorded.
xxiii	   Resolved all ratified Credits and Payments, auditing and financial statements, donations, receipts and all
	   Bank transfers.	
	   Proposed by Councillors: Mr G Bickford, seconded by Mr A Holyland and agreed by all. 
105 25/26   Planning consultations:        
	   Application no ……………  None. 
106 25/26   Correspondence:           
i		  The F i. Parish Council response to the RDC Local Plan Consultation was recorded.
ii		  The Governments ‘five area Devolution decision’ for Essex as South East Essex, to 
		  be Southend on Sea, Rochford and Castle Point was recorded.
iii		  The QQ ‘Foulness Residents’ Updates: February/March/April 2026 were recorded.
iv		  The ‘Foulness Island Newsletter’ of March/April 2026 were recorded.
v                    The printed publications and General Information received by the Clerk are available on demand                                                                                                                                                                                                        
107 25/26   The PKF-L Audit Commission required .GOV.UK email Domain:
		  The above mandatory .GOV.UK information and Parish Online action at £300 was Resolved and agreed. 
		  Proposed by Councillors: Mr G Bickford, seconded by Mrs E Pitts and agreed by all.
108 25/26   The Parish Council Burial Ground:	
		  Correspondence with the Co-op Funeral Directors re: Grave sites G 22 and G 23 etc were recorded.
109 25/26   Highways and Streetlighting: 
i	   Councillor Mr A Holyland reported installing the Defibrillator parts and setting up the replacement 
	   lidded litter bins and will set one of the old bin’s in the Play area.
ii	   The Chairman proposed a vote of thanks which was warmly supported by the Councillors and public 
	   Attending, to Councillor Mr A Holyland for his voluntary work for the residents of Foulness Island.

110 25/26   Website:	 
	   The website to be further updated with the inclusion of this meetings’ information.
111 25/26   Agenda Items from Councillors:          for the next Agenda and exchange of information only.
	      Items:   None
112 25/26   The next Foulness Island Parish Council Meeting:   

     	     Agreed:  
		WEDNESDAY  13th May 2026  (APM/AGM) at 7pm.  

113 25/26 Private and Confidential:
  Pursuant to the provision of Section 1000(a) of the Local Government Act 1972, as amended by the Local 
  Government    (Access to Information) Act 1985, the press and public be excluded from the meeting for 
  consideration of the following item of business on the grounds that it contains information defined as 
  exempt in Part 1 of Schedule 12a of the Local Government Act 1972, as detailed.

i	 The application from Councillor Mr Dan Efde for the vacant casual vacancy on the FI Parish Council was 
	 agreed subject to all signatures in his presence at the next meeting including on the Declaration of Acceptance 
	 of Office form, Registerable Interest Form and the Declaration of Dispensations request form.


	There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.52 pm. 


9th May 2026                                                                              B. Summerfield, (Foulness Island Parish Council Clerk/RFO)
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